
Inspiring youth and the next 
generation of conservationists:

Brad loved having the Troy Elementary 

School children visit the farm each year 

to learn about the alpacas.  As Judy tells 

it, by the time the students were in the 

third grade, they could conduct the tour 

themselves.

Judy continues this tradition of inspiring 

local youth by hiring students from Troy 

High School to work at the farm, and 

teaching kids about alpacas and how to 

care for them. “I’d love to see it be used 

for all sorts of education; from forestry, to 

agriculture, to nature studies—both now 

and after my lifetime.”

Generous, community-minded people 

like Judy are something that makes our 

region so special. Thanks to your support, 

her dream of protecting the property in a 

way that honors her brother and benefits 

the community is now a reality.
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“I’ve so enjoyed taking care of the alpacas and watching the wildlife that uses the forest.   
I felt like protecting the land would be like I was paying Brad back for all that he gave me,” 
Judy LaLonde

Honoring family

Land is often something that we 

love, something that is part of our 

family memories and our local 

history.

Such was the case for Judy LaLonde, 

who lives in Troy.  Over the years, the 

forested slopes, the meandering stream 

and lush pasture became much more than 

a parcel of land.  They became part of the 

family.

“My brother Brad died suddenly 

in 2008, leaving me this alpaca farm,” 

reflected Judy, continuing, “the land is so 

beautiful, and he loved it so much.”

Brad had purchased the land because he 

had a strong appreciation for both farming 

and nature.  It was a gem, right on the 

outskirts of the city of Troy. 

The property had been platted for a 

subdivision and he wanted to make sure 

that never happened.  

Judy sees the land as a continuation 

of her family legacy, and a tribute to her 

brother. Because of her vision, the land, 

49 acres of forest land and Big Meadow 

Creek, are protected.

Moose, deer, and other wildlife travel 

through the forest, and the creek will be 

an important area for steelhead trout once 

a culvert is replaced under Highway 8 as 

part of a project in the works by Idaho 

Department of Fish and Game.

“I’d love to see it 
be used for all sorts 
of education; from 
forestry, to agriculture, 
to nature studies—both 
now and after my 
lifetime.”
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What's going on here?

Researchers with the University of 
Idaho are working at Idler’s Rest to 
collect the scent of Houndstongue 
(Cynoglossum officinale) flowers.  You 
can learn more about why they’re 
doing it on our website:  www.
PalouseLandTrust.org/idlers-rest-
nature.php

Caring for the land: Volunteers celebrate 
National Trails Day at Idler’s Rest 
Have you been to Idler’s Rest Nature Preserve lately?  The Preserve has recently been 
spruced up thanks to the hard work of an energetic group of volunteers organized by 
Moscow’s Pat Rathmann.

Pat organized volunteers for National Trails Day to prune along the trails, pull 
exotic weeds, and build a new set of steps to improve the main entrance to the 
Preserve’s cedar trail.

“I figured I wasn’t the only person having trouble getting down the steep, gravelly 
slope,” Pat recalled, “so I spoke with the Land Trust and we decided to do something 
about it together.”

A local refuge for people and wildlife
Idler’s Rest has long been a refuge from the summer heat.  For over 100 years, 

people have been coming to relax in the cool cedar bottom.  The cedars provide a 
shady spot for a picnic, and the trails in the Preserve cross through three distinct 
habitat types, making for a lovely and interesting walk.

For directions to the Preserve and more information, visit our website www.
PalouseLandTrust.org.

A special thank you to Pat Rathmann and the 
volunteers who have enhanced the Idler’s Rest 
Nature Preserve.

The trails are newly enhanced at Idler’s Rest, thanks to this terrific team of volunteers. 
If you’d like to volunteer, let us know. It’s a great way to make a difference.
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Incredible farms, 
forests, wetlands, 
streams and 
prairies are going 
to be conserved...
Local families working to 
conserve their land

Families from all walks of life are 
working to conserve the properties 
they love.

Some want to honor their long-
term connection to the land.  Others 
want to ensure that there are farms 
for local food into the future.  Many 
are interested in protecting a place 
for wildlife, helping to ensure clean 
water and places to play for kids in 
the future.

Thanks to the support of our 
members—people like you—we are 
currently assisting families in five 
counties (Whitman, Latah, Benewah, 
Nez Perce, and Idaho counties) to 
conserve their land. As part of the 
process, we respect each family’s 
privacy so that they can make the 
very personal decision to protect their 
land. 

 
Possible income tax deductions

If you are interested in the possible 
income tax deductions related to 
conserving your land, please visit our 
website www.PalouseLandTrust.org.  
You may be able to deduct up to 50% 
of your adjusted gross income, or – if 
you are a farmer or rancher – 100% 
for up to 16 years.

For many families, conserving their 
land has been a long-time dream.  For 
a few, it’s something they just found 
out about.  All of them are excited to 
conserve their land—and make sure 
that future generations continue to 
enjoy the very best things about our 
region.

Would you like to conserve your 
land?

Give Amy Trujillo a call at (208) 
669-0722. All conversations are 
confidential to respect your family's 
decision to explore your options.

What is a land trust, how do we 
conserve land?

Land trusts work with people who want to protect their land as well as helping to 
inspire the love of conservation. For many people, it’s important to ensure that future 
generations can continue to marvel at the forests and meadows, ranchlands and habitats, 
and streams and mountains that make our region so special. There are 1,700 land trusts 
nationally and each one is a bit different. 

Our land trust is community-supported, non-governmental organization. We work 
with people from all walks of life to help them fulfill their family, or personal, goals 
related to the land.

Because each property is unique, as are the family’s goals, each conservation project 
is specially tailored to meet those goals.    As part of the project process we establish 
a conservation agreement, called a “conservation easement” to reflect the long-term 
conservation goals and the owner’s vision for their land.  These agreements “run with the 
land,” which means they apply to present and future owners. 

There are four key points to understand about working with a conservation easement.
•	 A conservation easement is a voluntary agreement between a landowner and the 

land trust. The landowner may qualify for significant income tax deductions that can 
be spread out over a total of 16 years [see our website for more details]. 

•	 The landowner continues to own the land. He/she may also transfer it to their heirs, 
give it away, or sell the land. 

•	 The property may continue to be farmed, ranched, timbered or used in a sustainable 
manner. Some landowners retain a reserved housesite for future or current use.  A 
conservation plan is established as part of the process, often restricting certain types 
of development in order to preserve special natural values of the property.

•	 The land stays on the tax rolls and public access is not required.

Once the land is conserved, the Palouse Land Trust works with current and future 
owners to make sure the land remains protected.
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You can become a local hero, each month…

Your support helps us assist landowners like Mark and Gail DeSantis who wanted to ensure their beloved land remained a 
refuge for wildlife, as well as an open space for the community.  “People may not think of a few acres is large or special,” says 
Gail, “but they haven’t seen this place!”

Because of you, kids like Sidney can experience our rivers and streams. 

Inspiring 
conservation, 
changing lives
Leaving a Legacy of Land 
Conservation

 

Conservation can last forever: in the 
hearts of kids, the streams and forests, and 
the family farms we conserve.  You can 
make sure that happens in more and more 
communities on the Palouse, with a legacy 
gift in your estate plan to Palouse Land 
Trust.  It’s simple to do, and the impact 
will last for generations.

Your gift can play a central role in 
the long-term protection of locally 
important lands, increase the pace of 
local conservation, and make sure future 
generations experience the beauty of 
the Palouse.  Please contact Executive 
Director, Amy Trujillo, to discuss your 
legacy gift, to ensure it meets your wishes 
and the needs of the Land Trust.  Your 
leadership will never be forgotten.

Have you ever wished to make a bigger 
impact with your donation?  Conservation 
needs you more than ever.  As a member of 
our Conservation Heroes program, you can 
make your donations via payroll deductions 
or monthly donations via your bank bill pay 
or through our website.  It’s safe and easy 
to do.

 Jim Heidelberger signed up last year 

for monthly giving.  “Basically, I do the 
monthly contribution because otherwise it 
would be difficult for me to come up with 
a worthwhile annual donation,” he says, “By 
doing a small monthly donation, I hardly 
notice the difference but by the end of the 
year, it adds up to something significant.”

WSU employees can now make payroll 
deductions to the Land Trust via the 

Washington Combined Fund Drive.  UI 
employees can make donations via payroll 
deductions through the Human Resources 
office.

For more information on how to set up 
monthly donations or payroll deductions, 
please contact Amy Trujillo at (208) 669-
0722 or visit www.PalouseLandTrust.org/
ways-to-give.php. 
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You're Making it Happen
 
Your support helps us assist families from the western slope of 

the North Rocky Mountains to the grasslands of the Palouse and the 
Camas Prairie. You have helped protect farm and ranch land, wildlife 
habitat, and open space for our future.  Your support enables us to 
conserve streams and wetlands, clean water, and beautiful vistas…
forever. Many thanks to our 2012-2013 members, we couldn't do 
this work without you.

“The way I was raised, protecting open space with its beautiful 
landscapes, plant and animal habitats and its soils means a great 
deal for me and my family.  Having the opportunity to protect our 
place with a conservation easement was exactly what we needed.”   
—Maynard Fosberg

Champions - $1,000 +
Judy LaLonde
Moscow Giving Circle
John Norton
Justin & Amy Trujillo *
Paul Wendland *

Benefactors - $500 +
Jocelyn Aycrigg & Bill Seybold *
Roger & Alane Blanchard
Pete & Rebecca Bloom
Barry & Sharla Boehm
Mark & Gail DeSantis
Mary Dupree & Mark Hume
Archie & Mary George *
Jim Heidelberger *
Bill & Donna Parks
Rick & Diane Rupp
Mike & Sharon Scott

Patrons - $250 +
John Bolles & Mary McGregor **
Otwin Marenin & Martha Cottam
Trish Hartzell *
Alex & Linda McGregor
Andy & Susan McGregor
Jack & Belle Rogers
Ann Stevens
Richard & Barbara Wells

Supporters - $100 +
Douglas Adams
Louise Ashmun & Paul Allen
Dennis & Lynn Baird *
Nancy Bell *
Tom Besser & Kathleen Potter
Janice Boughton & Mac Cantrell
Charles Burke
Jack & Mary Carloye
Jack Carpenter
Jim & Zoe Cooley
Susan Daniels & Paul Spencer
John Dunn
Lee Anne Eareckson & Tom Gorman *
Sid & Renee Eder
Jim Ekins *
Susan Firor & Tim Kientz
Maynard & Margaret Fosberg
Dick & Sally Fredericks
Tara Fuad & Steve Dinkin
Carol Gordon
Hoey & Ronnie Graham
Jim Gregson & Pam Bettis
William Hallagan
Joel & Mary Jo Hamilton
Jennifer Hiebert
Paul & Dorcas Hirzel
Michael & Karen Jennings *
Donald & Cynthia Kaag
Margaret Littlejohn
Phil & Joann Mack
Elinor McCloskey
Dale Miller
Penny Morgan & Steve Bunting *

Lisette Waits & Dave Roon *
Joanne Washburn
Jim & Bertie Weddell

Associates - $25 +
Terry Abraham & Priscilla Wegers
Betty Adams
Lynne Ate & Dave Ackley
Kathleen Benton & Bill Beck
Kevin & Elisabeth Brackney
Bob & Pat Clyde
Dennis & Louise Colson
Chris DeForest
Karen Den Braven & Thomas Moore
Brian Dulin
Cheryl Ennis
Jim & Dawn Fazio
Lauren Fins & Dave Potter **
Franklin Foit
Ray & Joan Folwell
Jim & Lisa Garrett
Ginny & Oz Garton
Bruce Haglund
David Hall
Donna Hanson
Jeannie Harvey
Dortha Headrick
Anne Hubble
Andrew & Jeri Hudak
Megan Kernan
Ron Landeck
Bill Loftus *
Ron McFarland & Georgia Teppe
Robert & Marsha Olsen
Jay & Mimi Pengilly
Andriette Pieron
Louise Regelin & Dave Sherman
James Reid & Jeanne Leffingwell
Ron & Peg Sack
Dan & Martha Schmidt
Rose Sharp & Peggy Quesnell
William Snyder
Joanne Sutton
Jeanette Talbott

Dave & Nancy Nelson
Ralph Nielsen
Ryan Niemeyer *
Jim Reece & Pat Hine
Nick Sanyal *
Steve & Mary Shook
Amy Shook
Bob & Dottie Smith
Janice Smith-Hill & Jack Hill
Katherine Strickler *
Tom & JoAnn Trail
Tri-State Distributors
Margrit von Braun & Ian von Lindern
Bill Voxman & Joanne Reece
Kathleen Warnick
Richard & Carla Wesson
Gerry & Harley Wright

Contributors - $50 +
David & Louise Barber
Elbert & Elna Barton
Jim & Betty Benson
Kenton Bird & Gerri Sayler *
Brent & Donna Bradberry **
Alton & Janet Campbell
Donald Carleton
Nancy Chaney & Gary Bryan
Peggy Chevalier
Clarice Coyne
Don & Melinda Crawford
Elaine Dodge & Martin Staubus
Jim & Cindy Fisher
Ed Garretson, Jr.
Shelly Gilmore
Gina Gormley
James & Deborah Harsh
Nate & Trudy Hespelt
Jeanne & Bob Jacobson
Wayne & Jacie Jensen
Relene Johnson & Dave Nebelsieck
John & Wendy Lawrence
Juanita Lichthardt & Paul McDaniel
Wendy McClure & Bill Thompson
Jon & Solveig Miller
Christine Moffitt
Herbert & Barbara Nakata
Frances Norton
Rich Old
Dan & Jenny Pierce
Jack & Cathy Porter
Gretchen Potter
Gerry & Elaine Queener
Dan & Pat Rathmann
Kerry & Nancy Reese
Malcolm Renfrew
Charles & Barbara Robbins
Mark Schwarzlaender & Marijka 
Haverhals *
James Short
Chris Sokol & Loudon Stanford
Shirley Southworth
Suzanne St. Pierre
Marjory Stage
Joe & Barbara Ulliman
Mary & Steve Ullrich

Tom & Diane Weber
Lynn Wells *
Carolyn Wyatt

Donors **
Leigh Bernacchi
Johna Boulafentis
Jaime Bowman
Lauretta Campbell
Fred Gittes & Judy Sobeloff
William Hall
Trish Hartzell
James Johnson
John Lincoln & Katia Hristova
Elinor Michel & Walter Hesford
Cynthia & Peter Mika
Dan & Kathy Noble
Paul & Andrea O'Sullivan
John Pool
Jennifer Rod
Linda Russo
Victoria Seever
Louise Todd
Ryan Urie
Vaugn Walden & Tina Hilding

If you believe your name 
was left off this list in error, 
please call Amy at (208) 669-
0722.

* A special thank you to donors 
marked with an asterisk who participate 
in our Conservation Heroes program by 
donating via payroll deduction or monthly 
donations.

** These people generously gave at the 
Alternative Giving Market of the Palouse 
in 2012.
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Conserving the open space, 
wildlife, water and scenery 
of the Palouse.

2013 Board of Directors

John Bolles, President
Janice Smith-Hill,  
Vice President
Charles Burke, Secretary
Archie George, Treasurer
Jocelyn Aycrigg
Roger Blanchard
Michael Jennings
Ryan Niemeyer
Amy Shook
Ryan Urie
Paul Wendland
Gerry Wright

Staff: Amy Trujillo  
Executive Director

Our Mission is to 
conserve the open space, 
scenery, wildlife habitat, 
and water quality of the 
Palouse region for the 
benefit of current and 
future generations.
Want to hear about 
projects and programs?

Sign up for our free 
E-News.It's a great way to stay 
in touch!

www.PalouseLandTrust.org

Come see a beautiful farm and natural area 
that you just helped protect.

Bring your friends, family and kids.

It’s free and there will be activities for kids.

This is a great chance to learn about alpacas 
and see the new crias (baby alpacas!) as well 
as the Idaho Department of Fish and Game’s 
efforts to restore steelhead trout in the area.

Where: Big Meadow Creek Alpacas farm, 
1021 McKeehan Road, in Troy, ID.

When: Saturday, August 24th drop in 
anytime between 5:30pm and 7:30 pm

What to wear:  Wear casual clothes and 

shoes suitable for walking around a farm or 
natural area

Rain date:  Call the office if the weather 
looks questionable.  We’ll leave a message 
stating what the plans are.

RSVP is helpful for refreshment planning, 
but not required (208) 669-0722.

There is limited parking, so carpooling is 
encouraged.  Please visit our website www.
PalouseLandTrust/calendar-of-events.php if 
you need directions.  We look forward to seeing 
you.

You helped conserve the land, come celebrate!
Please join us to celebrate the protection of Big Meadow Creek Alpacas farm in Troy


