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February 23, 2017 
 
Randy Kline 
Washington State Parks 
P.O. Box 42650 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 
 
Re: Steptoe Butte State Park CAMP – stage one comments 
 
Dear Mr. Kline, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Classification and Management Planning for 
Steptoe Butte State Park.  Since 1995, the Land Trust has worked to conserve the open space, 
scenery, wildlife habitat, and water quality of the Palouse region for the benefit of current and future 
generations.  We work with families and private landowners in eastern Washington and north-central 
Idaho to preserve land that makes our communities more vibrant places to live.  We believe that 
Steptoe Butte is one of these iconic landscapes that deserves protection. 
 
Long-term park boundary 
As an organization dedicated to voluntary private land conservation, it is important to us that 
conservation strategies are based on the premise that transactions are voluntary and there is always a 
willing seller.  It is our understanding that inclusion of neighboring land in the long-term boundary of 
the park does not authorize State Parks to “take” or otherwise force the sale of the land or any interest 
in the land, but rather provides options for staff to work with nearby landowners on cooperative 
management or potential land transactions, including conservation easements or land purchase from 
willing sellers.  We support making these options available. 
 
We are writing to support the inclusion of the land surrounding Steptoe Butte State Park, consisting 
of the 437 acres making up the unfarmed portion of the butte and consisting of tax parcel numbers 
200004418292900, 200004418293790, 200004418301900, and 200004418304900, into the long-
term park boundary for Steptoe Butte State Park.  For the purposes of this letter, this land will be 
referred to as the “Property.” 
 
Characteristics of the Property worth protecting 
One of the Land Trust’s conservation priorities is the preservation of our region’s native Palouse 
Prairie habitat.  The Palouse Prairie ecosystem is one of the most endangered ecosystems in the 
continental United States, with less than 1% of its original extent remaining.  The Washington State 
Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) lists the Palouse Prairie ecosystem as an Ecological System of 
Concern.  The SWAP notes there are three Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) closely 
associated with the ecosystem and an additional 11 SGCN generally associated with the system.   
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The Property contains some of the largest Palouse Prairie remnants left in Whitman County, and 
currently supports a number of sensitive and threatened species.  We support the preservation and 
proper management of these remnants to enhance the existing habitat and provide the opportunity for 
research and restoration of this rare habitat. 
 
The Land Trust also supports the preservation of our region’s agricultural heritage and working 
lands.  While most of the Property is not farmed, two historic apple orchards exist on-site: the Robert 
Burns orchard and the James “Cashup” Davis orchard.  These orchards have some of the last 
remaining specimens of certain apple varieties.  The protection of the Property would allow for the 
preservation and study of these heritage varieties and add to the richness of our historical knowledge. 
 
The Land Trust believes that our stunning landscape on the Palouse is part of what provides such a 
high quality of life for our residents and encourages tourism, which is good for our local economies.  
Steptoe Butte attracts visitors from all over the world to photograph the butte and the 360-degree 
views of the Palouse from the top.  The preservation of the Property would protect this stunning and 
unique visual resource and the economic boom it provides to local communities as tourists visit the 
State Park. 
 
For these reasons, we support including the Property within the long-term park boundary. 
 
Land Classification 
If the Property is to be included in the long-term park boundary, it is our understanding that the 
Property would undergo Land Classification as part of the CAMP process as well.  We understand 
there are a number of user groups that have potential interests in different recreational uses of the 
Property, and we would encourage you to continue conversations with them, as well as with 
neighboring landowners to try to ensure that any potential future recreational use of the Property 
minimizes impact on neighboring landowners in terms of trespass or inconsistent use with 
neighboring working lands. 
 
Because of the rare and sensitive nature of the Palouse Prairie remnants on-site, the Land Trust 
would support the classification of prairie remnants and buffer areas under the Natural Areas or 
Natural Area Preserve land classifications per WAC 352-16-020. There may be opportunities for 
limited trails or interpretive facilities that could provide opportunity for public education about the 
importance of this rare ecosystem, and we would support that as long as they are balanced with the 
need to protect the biodiversity of the site and the need to control threats.  We strongly encourage 
you to consult with local Palouse Prairie experts on appropriate levels of public access.  Groups that 
can help identify those parameters include the Palouse Conservation District, the Latah Soil and 
Water Conservation District, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Palouse Prairie Foundation. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to provide comments.  We will be interested in seeing how the 
CAMP process unfolds, and look forward to providing additional comments in the future.  If you 
have any questions, please feel free to email me at amy@palouselandtrust.org or call me on my direct 
line at (208) 669-0722. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Amy Trujillo 
Executive Director 


