
"I go to nature to be soothed and 
healed, and to have my senses put 
in order."

John Burroughs
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Photography Contest
If you ask most people why they love living 
here, more often than not they’ll tell you 
it’s the beauty of the area, diversity of the 
landscape, and access to countless outdoor 
recreation opportunities. This summer, we 
asked you to submit your favorite photos that 
represent what you love about the Palouse. 
We are pleased to announce the winners.

ABOVE: Matthew Singer won the People on the Land category with his photo “Walking 
with Giants” taken at the Hobo Cedar Grove.  

RIGHT: Charles Wheeler submitted “Coopers Hawk,” taken near the Palouse River, 
which won the Wildlife category.  Your support helps protect habitat for these beautiful 
animals.

ABOVE: Karen Baumann captured the beauty of our region’s landscape with “Light 
and Lines” taken near the Palouse River.  Her photo won the Farm and Ranch category.

BELOW: Karen Baumann’s photo “Steamy Morning in the Palouse,” taken near Colfax, Washington, won the Habitat category for its depiction of 
tiny islands of habitat scattered throughout the landscape.  

A place to unwind, to heal, to connect
Letter from the Executive Director
Can you recall times in your life that were full of chaos and confusion 
and then, suddenly the direction you were supposed to be moving 
became very clear? I can remember times like that in my own life, and 
each and every time it happened, I was out on the land.

I was fresh out of school and knee-deep in a salt marsh when I knew 
I wanted to work in land conservation. I was under a starlit sky in 
the mountains, my kids sleeping peacefully in the tent, when I knew 
moving to Moscow was the right thing for our family. And I was on a 
bench at Idler’s Rest when I finally stopped denying the return of my 
mom’s cancer and came to terms with how to spend the rest of our 
time together.

These moments of clarity are not unique to me and my life. Research is demonstrating that 
regular connection to land and water is important for our psychological health—just as much 
as our physical health. As the world flies by in a sea of electronic images, the peace and pace of 
nature is increasingly important to both children and adults. 

Your support of the Palouse Land Trust—as a volunteer, a member, a conservation landowner, 
or program partner—is making sure that kids and families will always have a place to unwind 
from this hurried world.  

You’re giving kids places to unplug, climb on logs, get muddy, and develop a life-long 
appreciation for nature. When you support local land conservation, you’re saving places where 
the quiet woods create space for personal reflection and healing.

Barry Lopez, a gifted nature writer, once told me that, “on the surface, it looks like you guys 
are saving land. You’re putting together deals, and protecting acreage. But in reality, it’s much, 
much more. You are in the business of spiritual recovery.”  

Our connection to the land has the power to heal and foster great things within us. Your 
support is making this happen for people every day. Thank you for making it possible. 

All the best,

Amy Trujillo
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l Founded in 1995 
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A hearty “thank you!” goes out to all who submitted photographs to the photo contest. Your submissions 
were all beautiful and reflected a deep love of the land. The judges had a tough job of choosing the 
winning photos. Thank you to Eric Demattos, Gerry Queener, Don Crawford, and John Bolles for 
carefully reviewing all the submissions.

You can see all the photos on our Facebook page and 
vote for the People’s Choice Award at  
www.facebook.com/PalouseLandTrust

On the cover & right: The overall winner of the photo 
contest was Matthew Singer’s photo “Rays of Light.” This 
image captures so well the sense of peace that a walk in 
the woods can provide.
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An amazing place, brings joy to many
Tom and Cheryl Kammerzell do something special. Every year they work with Youth Outdoors Unlimited, a group that 
provides once-in-a-lifetime hunting and fishing opportunities for disabled and terminally ill children who have a dream to 
hunt or fish on their own outdoor adventure. 

With specially outfitted blinds to allow for wheelchair access and enough room for a hunting mentor and either family or 
medical assistants, dreams come true. Lives that face enormous challenges, that are often facing ongoing pain or in need 
of constant assistance, suddenly are freed when they are out in nature. And Tom and Cheryl see that change, every year.

“When you see the size of the grin on a young man’s face who just got his first deer, on his own, against all sorts of 
physical odds,” says Tom, “well, it just doesn’t get much better than that.” “This is a really special place,” adds Cheryl. 
While they didn’t know it when they purchased the property, years ago, the land has become a life changing gift to many. 
And the Kammerzells wanted to make sure it stayed that way. 

A special place, a special chance
The land consists of nearly two miles of the South Fork of the Palouse River, and it is some of the best wildlife habitat 
left in Whitman County. The natural wildlife corridor is used by deer, elk, moose, golden eagle, and more. And while the 
wildlife love it, the Kammerzells have been working to improve the habitat ever since a fire came through in 2006 and 
damaged most of the timber on the hillside buffering the floodplain.  

Now, working with the Pullman-Moscow Regional Airport Board, and state and local governments and resource agencies 
– twelve partners in total—your support allowed the Palouse Land Trust to work with the Kammerzells to conserve this 
amazing place for kids to go, and for wildlife to call home. 

“It was a once in a lifetime opportunity, just like it is for so many of those kids,” remarked Tom, continuing, “sometimes 
you only get the chance to do something great once. We are lucky. We work with those kids every year, and we were able 
to conserve the land for future generations too.” 

Did you know that only a tiny amount of the prairie that 
used to be in our area still exists? It’s true. Less than 1% 
of the prairie remains—and now, thanks to you, we are 
assisting four families to voluntarily conserve their lands on 
about 500 acres of critical prairie land. 

That’s a lot of prairie land when even a postage stamp 
amount (an acre or less) is considered to be important 
wildlife habitat. Indeed, our prairie—the Palouse Prairie—
is considered endangered.

Using a voluntary conservation agreement called a 
“conservation easement,” families can continue to own their 
land, and the land remains on the tax rolls.  However, these 
conservation agreements will help conserve the prairie lands 
so that if and when the property is sold, passed on to other 
family members, or given away, it will never be dug up, 
paved over, or built upon. 

You are helping to ensure that animals like the grasshopper 
sparrow will have a place to call home among the prairie 
bunchgrasses and beautiful flowers. Without these prairie 
lands, they too become more at risk. 

Many families can’t wait.  They need to transfer the land to 
other family members. Some need to sell. Others face estate 
planning issues.  And conservation can help.  We couldn’t 
assist these families to conserve some of our region’s most 
special landscapes without your support. 

Your gift can conserve more 
land in the coming year
You can make even bigger things happen. Given the urgency 
to help local families conserve their land, and manage more 
trails and wildlife habitat, two local foundations have stated 
that they will match any new membership gifts, or increases 
in donations. 

Here’s a great way to make a big difference. We need to raise 
the final $20,000 to complete the foundation’s matching 
requirements by January 15th so we can start the New Year 
off by conserving more land. Your support matters. Big time.

The prairie gets a boost, 
thanks to you



CHAMPIONS - $1,000+
Jocelyn Aycrigg & Bill Seybold v
John Bolles & Mary McGregor
Juliana Cheatham
Scotty & Diane Cornelius
Mark & Gail DeSantis vt
Margaret Dibble - In honor of her 
      parents Todd and Ralph Smith
Mary DuPree & Mark Hume
Jim & Cindy Fisher
Archie & Mary George
Trish Hartzell & Ding Johnson v
Jim Heidelberger v
Inland Northwest Community Foundation
Land Trust Alliance
Latah County Community Foundation
Latah County Title Company
Nancy Luebbert & James Wallis
Maple K Enterprises, LLC
Moscow Giving Circle
John & Ann Norton
Bill & Donna Parks
Rick & Diane Rupp
Mike & Sharon Scott
Thomas O. Brown Foundation
Libby Walker v
Marilyn Wanner
Gerry Wright

BENEFACTORS - $500+
Roger & Alane Blanchard
Barry & Sharla Boehm
Hoey & Ronnie Graham
Joel & Mary Jo Hamilton
Andy & Susan McGregor
Jack & Belle Rogers
Steve & Mary Shook
Janice Smith-Hill & Jack Hill
Ann Stevens
Ellen Thiem
Kathy & John Warren v

PATRONS - $250+
Tom Besser & Kathleen Potter
Bruce & Amy Carter
Lee Anne Eareckson & Tom Gorman v
Maynard & Margaret Fosberg
Fred Gittes & Judy Sobeloff
Michael & Karen Jennings
Elinor McCloskey
Jim Reece & Pat Hine v
Andrew & Alyssa Hoehn v
Denise & Dave Stillinger
Ryan & Brandi Urie vt
Margrit von Braun & Ian von Lindern
Richard & Barbara Wells v
Paul Wendland v
Pioneer Title Company
Rich & Carla Wesson

SUPPORTERS - $100+
Douglas Adams
Lynne Ate & Dave Ackley
Dennis & Lynn Baird v

Jessica Bearman & Chris Drummond
Nancy Bell & Mark Anderson v
Kenton Bird & Gerri Sayler v
Karl & Mary Ann Boehmke
Janice Boughton & Mac Cantrell
Ruth & John Brown
Charles Burke
Warren Carleton
Jack Carpenter
Nancy Chaney & Gary Bryan
Peggy Chevalier
Jim & Zoe Cooley
Don & Melinda Crawford v
Nick & Irina Crookston 
Mike Curley
Susan Daniels & Paul Spencer
John Dunn
Sid & Renee Eder
Jim Ekins v
Susan Firor & Tim Kientz
Tara Fuad & Steve Dinkin
Dick & Sally Fredericks
Ed Garretson, Jr.
Doug & Lauren Gibson
James and Deborah Harsh
Trish Heekin
Jane & Len Hetsler
Ben & Pat Jenness
Donald & Cynthia Kaag, Jr.
Tom & Cheryl Kammerzell v
Flip & Jo Kleffner
Juanita Lichthardt & Paul McDaniel
Barry & Roberta Lindgren
Margaret Littlejohn
Richard & Nancy Mack
Penny Morgan & Steve Bunting v
Herbert & Barbara Nakata
Ralph Nielsen
Ryan & Becca Niemeyer v
Cort Northrop
Frances Norton
Dan & Jenny Pierce
Gretchen Potter
Dan & Pat Rathmann
James Reid & Jeanne Leffingwell
Nick & Ella Sanyal v
Dan & Martha Schmidt
Amelie Schmolke
Bob & Dottie Smith
Robert & Linda Spady
Suzanne St. Pierre
Kath Strickler v
Tri-State Outfitters
Amy Trujillo v
Joanne Washburn

CONTRIBUTORS - $50+
David & Louise Barber
Karyn Barer
John Barghusen
Jim & Betty Benson
Alton & Janet Campbell
Clarice Coyne
Elaine Dodge & Martin Staubus
Brian Dulin
Sue Durrant
Franklin Foit, Jr.
Jerry Grzebielski
David Hall t
William Hallagan
Donna Hanson
Kathleen Hardcastle
Jen Hiebert & Frank Wilhelm
Herb & Jann Hill
Paul & Dorcas Hirzel
Wade Hoiland & Lisa Carloye
John Holup
Andy & Jeri Hudak
Carol Hughes & K.C. Albright
Bev & Gary Hyde
Relene Johnson & Dave Nebelsieck
Inez Kalin & Robert Del Rosario
Janet Kendall
Jenny Kostroff
Ron Landeck
John & Wendy Lawrence
Wendy McClure & Bill Thomson
Ron McFarland & Georgia Teppe
Rodney & Heidi Mead
Barbara Meldrum
Dale & Leslee Miller
Jon & Solveig Miller
Christine Moffitt
Robert & Marsha Olsen
Jay & Mimi Pengilly
Jack & Cathy Porter
Gerry & Elaine Queener
Kerry & Nancy Reese
Charles & Barbara Robbins
Marjory Stage
Debby & Barry Strauss
Helen Stroebel & Greg Unruh
Tom & JoAnn Trail
Lisette Waits & Dave Roon v
Jim & Bertie Weddell
Maurice & Judy Windsor

ASSOCIATES - $25+
Terry Abraham & Priscilla Wegers
Betty Adams
Kathleen Benton & Bill Beck
Kevin & Elisabeth Brackney
Jim & Susan Calvert
Ken & Tanya Carper
Dennis & Louise Colson
Gail Eckwright
Cheryl Ennis
Jim & Dawn Fazio
Ray & Joan Folwell

Bill & Dianne French
Ginny & Oz Garton
Shelly Gilmore 
Gina Gormley
Jeannie Harvey 
Dortha Headrick
Britt Heisel
Will Herrington
Ray & Bettie Hoff
Mitzi Houska
Anne Hubble
Uta Hutnak
Fred & Lianne Inaba
Denis & Agnes Jain
Jill Johnson & Craig Watt
Kimberling Insurance Agency
Jana Lien
Bill Loftus v
Judy Meuth & Rich Alldredge
Moscow Food Co-op
Nancy Nydegger & Timothy Paulitz
Jim Prall & Carolyn Berman
Fred Rabe
Mark Schwarzlaender & 
      Marijka Haverhals v
Victoria Seever
Rose Sharp & Peggy Quesnell
Jim Short
Shirley Southworth
Karl Stoszek
Joanne Sutton
Diane Weber
Lynn Wells vt
Carolyn Wyatt

DONORS
Elisabeth Berlinger & Tom Bode t
Leigh Bernacchi t
Tiffanie Braun t
Tenley Burke 
Lauretta Campbell t
Jack Carpenter
Rob & Sarah Church
Greg & Cindy Faircloth t

Lauren Fins & Dave Potter t
Tanya Gale t
Aline Gale & Maia Paulsen t
Brian Kennedy & Kristin LeVier t
Gretal Leibnitz & Charlie Gerke t
Elinor Michel & Walter Hesford t
Sam & Pat Monger
Soren Newman t
Britt Olson t
Nils Peterson & Krista Kramer t
John Pool t
Al & Diane Poplawsky t
Louise Regelin & Dave Sherman t
Roger Rowley & Carise Skinner t
Linda Russo
Jacob Scharnhorst t
Judy Stone t
Cliff & BJ Swanson
Jennifer Watts t

Thanks to you, amazing things are happening. Every year, with 
your support, there are more places for wildlife to roam, more 
farms and forests are conserved, and more trails, streams and 
quiet woodlands are conserved for our community.
Thank you to the following members who have given so generously in 2014-2015. If you believe you have been 
left off this list in error, please call Amy at (208) 596-4496.

t Alternative Giving Market     vConservation Heroes 

A very special place for 
the community
Volunteers like you are making sure that Idler’s 
Rest Nature Preserve remains a local favorite for 
people of all ages. Thanks to the commitment 
of people like you, the trails remain open and 
available for kids to explore the wonders of the 
forest, students to study ecology with their classes, 
and adults to forget about the worries of the world 
for a short time.
To stay up-to-date on happenings at Idler’s Rest 
and sightings from our wildlife camera, sign up 
for our e-newsletter at www.palouselandtrust.org 
or “Like” the Idler’s Rest Nature Preserve page on 
Facebook.

"There's no place in the world I'd 

rather be than right here." 

-- note left by a visitor to Idler's Rest

Your support: Making big things happen for 20 years
Thank you

3,310 

acres of wildlife 

habitat conserved  

so far

201 

more acres added 

soon

270 
acres of farms 

and forests 

protected so far

520 

more acres added 

soon

160 
acres of 

Palouse Prairie 

preserved so far

510 

more acres added 

soon

9  
miles of streams and 

rivers protected  

so far

1 
more mile added soon

2 
special places to 

connect with nature 

so far

1 
more coming soon

http://www.palouselandtrust.org
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Working together for open space, wildlife 
habitat, and working lands on the Palouse. 

You're Invited: Come join us to celebrate local land conservation!
Wednesday, November 4th, 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

Bring your family and friends to the 1912 Center in Moscow and celebrate what we can accomplish for local land 
conservation when we work together. It’s a chance to hear about the farms, prairies and forests, and miles of streams 
you’ve helped protect. We want to thank you, the landowners, the partners and the volunteers that made it happen.

You’ll enjoy lovely hors d’oeuvres with great company, and wonderful stories about how you’re making a difference 
that will last for generations. Please RSVP to amy@palouselandtrust.org or (208) 596-4496 to ensure adequate 
food.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

For more information on these and more upcoming events, visit www.PalouseLandTrust.org/calendar-of-events.php

http://www.palouselandtrust.org
mailto:info@palouselandtrust.org
mailto:amy@palouselandtrust.org
http://www.PalouseLandTrust.org/calendar-of-events.php

